
 

Utah Septarians are found near Zion National Park 
in Southern Utah. They are a beautiful rock that 
started their formation approximately 150 million 
years ago when the gulf of Mexico reached what is 
now southern Utah. Volcanic eruptions killed the 
sea life and they became trapped in the sediment 
and formed mud balls.  The ocean receded and the 

balls were left to dry and crack.  The ocean returned depositing more 
shell life above them. As this decomposed, calcite from the shells was 
carried down into the cracks of the mud balls, and calcite crystals 
formed. A thin wall of calcite was transformed into aragonite dividing 
the bentonite clay (shale) exteriors from the calcite centers. Because 
of this dividing wall (septum in Latin) the geodes are called Septarians. 
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