
 Fluorite 
Fluorite is found in many colors including purple, 

blue, green, yellow, pink, red, white, brown and black.  

It is sometimes zoned, where outer layers have differ-

ent colors and/or shades of colors.  In the southern 
Illinois deposits small chalcopyrite crystals were found within the fluo-

rite crystals.  Some of the massive Chinese deposits exhibit beautiful 

multicolored banding.  Chemically, fluorite is calcium fluorite and is 

often found in hydrothermal vein deposits along with other minerals 

such as calcite, sphalerite, barite, galena and quartz.  Large deposits of 
fluorite were mined in the Cave-in-Rock District of Illinois until the 

1990’s and lesser amounts have been mined in many areas of the U.S. 
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