
 AGATE is a form of quartz having 
submicroscopic grains of cryptocrystal-
line quartz, called chalcedony, in a 
massive form, often filling voids as 
veins or geodes. Agate is often found 
with color bands due to impurities in the 
fluids from which the agate is depos-

ited. Agate is usally translucent, sometimes transparent, and has 
a hardness of 7, but has no crystal structure (amorphous). 
There are many types of agates, including: blue lace agate,  
Botswana agate, brecciated (poppy) agate, crazy lace agate, 
dendritic agate, Fairburn agate, Laguna agate, moss agate, onyx, 
and sardonyx. 
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